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May 5, 1763. 


1 III. 11. 2. 


For Kings, and for all that are in 
Authority; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable Life in all 
 Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


HOUGH our great Buſineſs, as 

private Perſons, is to mind well the 
Concerns of our own Souls with God, and 
to walk in an exemplary Manner among 
thoſe about us, ſtudying to do all the Good 
we can, within our own little Circle of 
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Acquaintance; yet we are alſo bound to 
extend our Views to the Welfare of the Pub- 
lic, to be touched with its Calamities, and 
rejoice in every Occurrence of Providence 
that is favourable to it, to pray for public 
Mercies, and ſolemnly to return Thanks to 
God for them, when we receive them. If 
the Jewiſh Captives in Babylon, were by 
divine Order, JER. xxix, 7. to ſeek the 
Peace of the City, whither God hath cauſed 
them to be carried away Captives, and pray 


mio the Lord for it; becauſe in the Peace 


thereof they ſhould have Peace; how evidently 
are we yet more ſtrongly bound, to ſeek, 
to rejoice in, and to pray for the Continu- 
ance of the Peace of the Land of our Na- 
tivity, in which our own is ſo eſſentially 


concerned? 


Tux Apoſtle having exhorted in the fore- 
going Verſe, that Supphications, Prayers, 
Interceſſiuns, and giving of Thanks ſhould be 
made for all Men, adds eſpecially in the 
Text, for Kings, and all that are in Authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peaccable Life, in 
all Gedlineſs and Hongſiy: and the Exhorta- 
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tion is evidently particularly ſuitable for 
ſuch an Occaſion as the preſent. A Day 
of Thankſgiving for public Mercies, is alſo 
to be a Day of Supplication and Prayer, 
for the Continuance of them to us, for 
thoſe that are the Inſtruments of them in 
the Hand of divine Providence, and for 
ourſelves, and our fellow Subjects, that we 
may make a right Ule of them, by leading 
a quiet and peaceable Lite in all Godlineſs 
and Honeſty, when a gracious God gives 
us the utmoſt Advantage for it, by public 
Peace and Liberty. | 


LET us attend to the ſeveral Parts of the 
Duty here enjoined us, as thoſe that are 
concerned to be obedient to all God's Com- 
mandments, and to anſwer the End of all 
his Goodneſs, in public as well as private 
Mercies. I obferve then that it is our 
Duty, as Men, and as Chriſtians, to give 
thanks and pray— for Kings — for all that 
are in Authority over us—for Peace between: 
our own and other Nations — and for the 


Continuance of the ſame Bleſſing among 
Ba 
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ourſelves — and that it 1s our further Duty 
to lead a quiet and peaceable Life — to do 
it in all Godlineſs—and in all Honetty. 


1. Ws are commanded to give thanks 
and pray for Kings. — Magiſtracy, ſupreme 
and ſubordinate, is of God's Inſtitution, 
though the particular Forms of it are left 
undetermined ; as the Apoſtle teaches us, 
ROM. Xiu. 1. For there is no Power but of 
God : the Powers that be are ordained of God. 
And it is manifeſtly a moſt wiſe and graci- 
ous Inſtitution, and greatly adapted for the 
public Good; without which indeed * the 
Earth would be filled with Violence, as it was 
juſt before the Flood, and all manner of 
Corruption and Cruelty and Abomination 
would be practiſed without controul. Tis 
ſpoken of as a dreadfulJudgment, Has. i. 4. 
when God makes Men as the Fiſhes of the Sea, 
as the creeping Things that have no Ruler over 
them. There is therefore much Cauſe to 
offer Thankſgivings to God for Kings, as 
upon the Whole a great Bleſſing to Man- 


Gen. vi. 13. 
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kind, notwithſtanding the juſt Cenſure to 
which the Behaviour of many of them is 
liable; and much need to pray for them, 
that God would inſpire them with Senti- 
men of Equity and Peace, that he would 
give th. a Senſe of the Duty of their ex- 
alted Stad and direct them to diſcharge 
it arizht, for die general Benefit of Man- 


kind. 


Bur Fritons, and eſpecially n ue pre- 


4 


ſent Age, have cauſe above the Inhabitants 
of almoſt any other Nation, to give Ae, 
for a Succeſſion of mild and gracious Sove- 
reigns, that God has given us; and for his 
preſent Majeſty in particular, in whom ſe- 
veral Things have appeared, that diſcover 
greater Regard to Religion, and to the wel- 
fare of his Subjects, than is often found in 
Princes, or has been found in far the 
greater Part of our own. What Prince but 
himſelf ever gave ſuch an Admonition to thoſe 
that were to preach before him, as we have 
been informed he gave; That they ſhould 


“ forbear all flattering Speeches, and deli- 
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ce yer their great Maſter's Meſſages with 
* the Spirit, Force, and Freedom of the 
© Goſpel?” How few Princes have ſhown 
greater, or indeed equal perſonal Devotion; 
or taken more important and prudent Steps 
for the diſcouragement of Profaneneſs 
among the Great, according to a Variety of 
Accounts concerning him, to which indeed 
nothing contradiftory has appeared! and 
we have ſo much the more reaſon to give 
thanks for ſuch Things, conſidering his 
early Youth, and the Variety of Tempta- 
tions to which he is expoſed. Under what 
Prince has greater Succeſs attended our 
Arms, and Britain been more exalted among 
the Nations ? a Circumſtance which ought - 
to indear him to us, as the Inſtrument of 
ſuch abundant Mercy, and to engage our 
Thankſgivings to God on his Account. 


Trrsrt Things ought alſo to engage our 
_ ardent Prayers, that God would be the 

Guide of his Youth, that he would teach 
him the Way in which he ſhould go, give 
him wiſe and faithful Counſellors, ſuch as 
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ſhall be ſteadfaſt Friends to himſelf, and 
his royal Houſe, and to the public Peace 
and Welfare, make his reign long and prof- 
perous, continue to us the great Privileges 
we enjoy by his Means, and teach the In- 
habitants of this Land, the Duty and Gra- 
titude they owe to ſo mild and gracious a 
Prince; that God would give to him and 
his royal Conſort an abundant Blefling in 
the Infant Prince, endow him too betimes 
with Wiſdom and Grace, and fit him for 
Government when at ſome diſtant Period 
he may be called to it; that the Crown 
may be continued in the preſent illuſtrious 


Family, and the whole royal Houſe be moſt 
bleſſed for ever. 


2. Ws are directed to give Thanks and 
Pray, for all that are in Authority. 


IT becomes us to give Thenks for inferior 
Governors, as bearing their Part in contri- 
buting to the public Good; and for thoſe 
in particular whom our Sovereign employs 
near his Perſon, as having acted ſo far as 
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they have for the public Welfare and Ad- 


vantage. Bleſſed be God that whatever 
Cenſures may be paſſed upon thoſe that 
have been, or are in the high Offices of 
State, they have hitherto taken no Step, 
nor ſhewn any diſpoſition to take any, inju- 


rious to our religious Liberties, which are 


ſo peculiarly precious to thoſe that fear 


God, and which have been grievouſly in- 


vaded and trodden under Foot in former 


Reigns, and by the Miniftry that has then 
been employed. And if ſome Steps have 
been taken that have been diſpleaſing, 
there's Reaſon thankfully to acknowledge 
that they don't appear to proceed from any 
Deſign injurious to our civil Liberties, but 
rather to be ſuch Miſtakes in Conduct as all 
Mankind are liable to, if indeed they are 
Miſtakes at all, and not really miſappre- 
hended by the People, or miſrepreſented by 


thoſe that are given to change, and diſap- 


pointed of the Greatneſs and Authority to 
which they aſpire; and if they arc Miſtakes, 


We have Reaſon from Experience to con- 
clude, that they will be corrected as far as 
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poſſible, as ſoon as they are perceived to be 
ſuch. 


Tur different Ranks of Magiſtrates af, 
ford Occaſion alſo for Thankſgiving, as 
diſtributing Juſtice in general with ſo much 
Impartiality, and maintaining the Order 
and Regularity of Society in ſo great a De- 
gree, and fo effectually protecting the Lives 
and Property of Individuals. 


Wr are alſo to pray for thoſe in Autho- 
rity over us, that God would graciouſly 
make them wiſe, good, and faithful to 
the King, and their Fellow-SubjeQs ; that 
he would heal their Diviſions among them- 
ſelves, and teach them to obey that divine 
Order, Phil. ii. 4. Lock not every one on his 
own Things, but every Man alſo on the Things 
of others; that God would give them Wiſ- 
dom to act a-right themſelves, and to give 
good Counſel to their Sovereign; that he 
would make them Examples to the Peo- 
ple, and render them, in yet higher De- 
grees, great and general Bleſſings, mindful 
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of Juſtice and of the publick Peace, and 
eſpecially teach them to have Regard to 
the Things that belong to their own eter- 
nal Peace. | 


3. WIE are bound to give Thanks and 
pray for Peace betwixt this and other Na- 
tions around us. 


THE war which we have juſt concluded, 
bloody and calamitous as it has been to 
Mankind, yet has itſelf afforded us abun- 
dant Cauſe of 'Thankſgiving, as it has been 
attended with ſuch various and aſtoniſhing 
Succeſs, that but a ſmall Part of it in for- 
mer Wars would have appeared juſt Ground 
of much Thankfulneſs: But we have been 
ſo much accuſtomed to Succeſs and Victory, 
that the Value of theſe, like that of other 
Mercies when they become common, has 
been greatly ſunk in our Eſteem. It has 
been a ſignal Mercy to us, that amidſt the 
Ravages of War abroad, we have enjoyed 
Peace in our own Borders, that our Coaſts 
have been protected from Invaſion, and our 
Tranquility at home been as great as if 
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there had been no War at all. What ſhall 
we render to the Lord for fo great and diſ- 
tinguiſhed a Bleſſing, while ſo many other 
Lands have endured the Scourge in a dread- 
ful Degree, been terrified greatly with be 
confujed Noiſe of the Warricr and Gorments 
rolled in Blood*, and ſuffered ſuch grievous 
Hardſhips and violent Oppreſſions. 


Bur it is to every human Mind, ſpecial 
Cauſe of Thankſgiving, that the Violence 
and Terrors of War are now ceaſed, and 
that our Fellow-Subje&s ere now no long- 
er dying by the Sword, and other neceſſary 
Hardſhips of War; that Parents have no 
longer Reaſon for the terrible Anxiety 
which many muſt have felt for their Chil- 
dren, Wives for their Huſbands, and other 
Relatives for thoſe that were dear to them, 
who were expoſed to the moſt alarming 
Dangers. That there's no longer need of 
any Violence to engage Perſons in the Ser- 
vice of their Country, nor any other Ha- 
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zards remaining, than thoſe which ariie in 
the common Courſe of Nature, or in their 
uſual or choſen Imployments. 


THr Peace we have made, if not alto- 
gether equal to the Wiſhes of every Heart, 
as indeed, perhaps, ſcarce any Peace could 
have been, yet is ſuch as has raiſed us to a 
wider Extent of Dominion, and more 
weakened our Enemies, than perhaps any 
other Peace that Britain ever made. What 
important Acquiſitions were Cape Breton, 
Fort du Queſue, Crown-Point, and Canada 
eſteemed, when they were made? witneſs 
our Illuminations and other publick Re- 
joicings; and are they ſunk into little 
Things now they are become our ſettled 
Property by a Definitive Treaty ? It de- 
ſerves alſo particular Attention, how dear 
Spain pays for her ſhort and unprovoked 
Intruſion in the Quarrel betwixt us and 
France, by the Loſs of Florida, which has 
been formerly eſteemed dangerous to our 
Southern Colonies. Perhaps too the pre- 


ſent Peace is as good as the Circumſtances 


we were in would well admit, without 
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continuing the War to a further unknown 
Length, loading us with a ſtill more enor- 
mous Debt, and increaſing the Diſtreſs fo 
much complained of before the Peace, of 
the Want of Hands in all Kinds of Buſi- 
neſs. And had we kept more of our ex- 
tenſive Conqueſts, it muſt have required 
many of our People to preſerve them, and 
thus continued that Diſtreſs, and perhaps 
really weakened us, if not laid us open to 
Ruin, by our graſping to retain too much, 
the former of. which has been, I think, 
undeniably the Caſe of Spain, with reſpect 
to her extenſive American Poſſeſſions. It 
appears alſo great Cauſe of Thankfulneſs, 
that our German Brethren and Allies, for 
| Whom we have had fo great and juſt a Con- 
cern, are delivered from their grievous 
Diſtreſſes; Portugal protected; our Ame- 
rican Plantations freed from the Cruelties 
of Savages, and our Colonies greatly ex- 
tended and ſtrengthened, in conſequence 
of our Enemies being ſo far ſubdued or 
removed to a Diſtance; and Peace reſtored 
to all the Nations of Europe. Theſe Things 
may appear little to thoſe whoſe Hearts 
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were elevated with Conqueſts, and big with 
extravagant Imaginations ; but ſurely they 
ought not to appear ſo to the Friends of 
Mankind, and thoſe to whom the Thought 
of the Effuſion of much human Blood is 
painful, And ſuppoſing that more advan- 
tageous Terms might have been obtained, 
it is certain that no human Meaſures can 
be ever expected to be abſolutely perfect; 
and it would be highly abſurd and guilty, 
not to be thankful for great Advantages, 
becauſe perhaps greater were poſſible. 


WuirLE therefore we give Thanks for 
the Peace to the God of Peace, it concerns 
us alſo to pray for the Continuance of it ; 
that there may be no more ſuch dreadful 
Calamities for many Years to come, and 
that the Nations, inſtead of devouring one 
another, may learn to ſtudy each others 
mutual Advantage, as it becomes Mankind 


to do; and as our holy Religion would cer- 


tainly teach us to do, if it had its own ge- 
nuine Influence on the Minds of Men in 


general. 
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4. TIs a further evident Duty to give 
Thanks and pray for the Continuance of 
Peace among ourſelyes. 


'Tis melancholy to hear of Multitudes 
of Mankind in Arms againſt each other, 
tho' in diſtant Parts of the Earth; but it 
would be ſtill much more terrible to us 
if it were ſo among ourſelves, if we were 
invaded by Foreign Enemies, or Rebellion, 
Inſurrections, and civil Wars were raging 
at home. It is an Inſtance of the great 
Goodneſs of God, that it has not been fo 
in any Part of the late War, as it was dur- 
ing the foregoing War: And tho' it is la- 
mentable to think, that as ſoon as we have 
Peace abroad, we ſhould have ſo much 
Murmuring and Diſcontent at home, ſo 
many bitter Things ſaid and wrote againſt 
Fellow-Subjects, in which Royal Majeſty 
itſelf ſcarce eſcapes from bearing its Part; 
yet ſtill it is Cauſe of much Thankfulneſs, 
that the turbulent Spirits of Men are ſo far 
reſtrained, as not to break out into open 
Violence, and that in conſequence of Peace 


— no Woe — 
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* 


abroad, and Peace, at leaſt ſo far, at home, 


we have Opportunity to lead quiet and 
peaceable Lives. And it is manifeſtly our 


Duty to pray for the Continuance of it, that 
God would cauſe the Wrath of Man to 
praiſe him, to refer to Pſalm Ixxvi. 10. and 
that the Remainder of Wrath he would reſtrain ; 
that the Inhabitants of this Land may 
learn to improve the Bleſſings of Peace, 
to fear God, and honour the King, to 
know their own true Intereſts, ſeek each 
other's Welfare, and unite under the Go- 
vernment of the Prince of Peace *. 


6. Wr are further bound to lead a 


quiet and peaceable Life, while we have 
ſuch Advantages for it. 


Wurd we are commanded to give 
Thanks and pray for Kings, and all that 
are in Authority, that we may lead ſuch 
a Life, it manifeſtly implies an Obligation 
upon us to endeavour to do it : Otherwiſe 


our Prayers and Thankſgivings would be 


* Iſai. ix. 6. 
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but a ſolemn Mockery of God. *Tis our 
Duty therefore to lead a quiet and peace- 
able Life with reſpect to the Government 
with which we are favoured, and the pub- 
lick Meaſures it purſues, I cannot help 
fearing, that there is much Guilt contracted 
before God, by the Inhabitants of this 
Land, and even by many profeſſing Godli- 
neſs, by their murmuring and repining 
Diſpoſition againſt the Meaſures of the 
Government ; great Multitudes in effect 
ſetting up themſelves for Guides and 
Judges in Affairs which God has not com- 
mitted to their Management ; and I the 
rather choſe upon this Occaſion a Subject 
which ſhould lead to a Senſe of the Evil 
of ſuch Things, that I might the more 
particularly warn you to be obedient to the 
Divine Orders, Rom. xili. I. Let every Soul 

be ſubjeft to the higher Powers; and AcTs 

xxili. 5. Thou ſhalt not ſpeak Evil of the Rul- 
er of thy People. Tis a terrible Caſe which 
is repreſented, Is AI. viii. 21. And it fball 
come to paſs, that when they ſhall be hungry 
Ley ſhall fret themſelves, and curſe their King, 
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and their God, and look upwards : If this 
Conduct was guilty and abominable in 
thoſe that were hungry, how much more 
ſo muſt it be in us who are full, and abound 
in all the Bleſſings that Plenty, Peace, and 
Liberty can afford. Let me further add to 
inforce this, the Example of our Brethren 
the French Proteſtants, who, amidſt all the 
Hardſhips they have endured, always 
ſpeak, if I am rightly informed, with the 
utmoſt Reſpect, of their Monarch, and can 
ſcarce bear to hear any Thing ſaid reflect- 
ing upon him. What then muſt be the 
Guilt of Britons, who are ſo much more 
highly favoured, if they eagerly receive 
every Slander that Malice can invent, and 
indulge themſelves in ſcurrilous Invectives 
againſt the beſt of Governments! How 
aſtoniſhing muſt it appear to our Foreign 
Brethren among us, and how ſtrange the 
Report of it to thoſe at a Diſtance! Is 
this Liberty ? Or rather is not Liberty real- 
ly endangered by ſuch a Conduct? The 
great Obligations we in this Place are un- 
der to his Majeſty for his Bounty to us, un- 
der our late grievous Calamity, will, I 
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hope, effectually preſerve us from making 
ſo unworthy a Return: And it is with 
Pleaſure I obſerve ſo little Reaſon to be ap- 
prehenſive of it. Let us therefore conſci- 
enciouſty guard againſt all indecent and un- 
grateful Reflections upon the gracious Go- 
vernment under which God has placed us, 
and by which we enjoy fo much Mercy; 
remembring that admirable Direction of 
divine Wiſdom, 1 PET. ii. 16. as free, and 
not uſing your Liberty as a Cloak of Malici- 
ouſneſs, but as the Servants of God. If 
Attempts were made to ſhackle our Con- 
ſciences, it would become us to ſhew that 
we underſtood theſe to be ſubject to God 
alone, that we were determined as his Ser- 
vants to obey him rather than Men, and 
that we muft and would be free in this Re- 
ſpe, whatever it coſt us: but when there 
is no Appearance of the leait Deſign, to 
invade either our ſacred or civil Liberty; it 
is certainly moſt unworthy of the Charac- 
ter of the Servants of God, to abuſe that 
venerable Name, as a Cloak of Licentiouſ- 
neſs and Margaity, 
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Tis further a manifeſt Part of our Duty, 
to lead a quiet and peaceable Life, with 
reſpect to thoſe around us; to give no un- 
neceſſary Offence to any, and not to be 
ready to take the Offence that others may 


give us; to forbear all ſuch Words and Ac- 


tions, as tend to exaſperate the Paſſions of 
thoſe around us; and according to the di- 
vine Command, Rom. xiii. 17— 21. To 
recompence to no Man Evil for Evil; if it be 
poſſible, as much as heth in us, lo live peace- 


_ ably with all Men; not to avenge cus ſelues, but 
rather give place to Wrath : For it 1s written, 


Vengeance is mine, I will repay, ſaith the Lord: 
If our Enemy hunger, to feed him ; and if he 
thirſt, to give him drink ; for in ſo doing wg 


fall heap Coals of Fire upon his Head; and 


not to be overcome of Evil, but to overcome 


Evil with Good. 


6. Wr are further indiſpenſably bound 
to live in all Godlineſs. | 

As our Intereſt for the preſent Life, as 
well as our Duty to God, requires us to lead 
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a quiet and peaceable Life: "Tis poſſible 
and undoubtedly often the Caſe in fact, 
that this Conſideration, and the Love of 
Eaſe, and want of Courage, may induce 
Perſons to lead ſuch a Life, who have no 
Senſe of their Duty to God, nor regard to 
his Commandments in it; though this 
therefore is incumbent upon all that pro- 
feſs Religion, yet let us remember that 
there is yet much more than this neceſſary; 
a holy Fcar of God, and filial Love to his 

bleſſed Majeſty, with all its proper Fruits ; 

this is indiſpenſably neceſlary in every Cir- 
cumſtance, but public Peace and Tranqui- 
lity gives us an Advantage for it, far be- 
yond what they can have, whoſe Minds 
are diſquieted with dreadful Apprehenſions 
from their Enemies, or diſtreſſed with their 
Cruelties and Oppreſſions; tis repreſented 
as highly advantageous in this View, in the 
Words of Zacharias, LUKE 1. 74, 75. That 
he would grant unto us, that we being delivered 
out of the Hands of our Enemies, might ſerve 
him without Fear, in Helineſs and Righteouſneſs 
before him all the Days of our Life. And 
tho Peace at home has afforded us this Ad- 
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vantage in a great Meaſure while War was 


raging abroad, yet the eſtabliſhment of pub- 
lic Tranquility adds to the Advantage, and 
conſequently to the Obligation, as it quiets 
the Apprehenſions that timorous Minds 


might be ready to entertain while the War 
continued. 


D1LIGENCE in attending the public 
Worſhip of God, is one Part of the filia 
Duty and Gratitude we owe to the God of 
Peace. The worſhipping Aſſemblies of our 
American Brethren in the back Settlements, 
were broken up, and themſelves either 


_ deſtroyed or ſcattered like Sheep by 


Wolves ; tho' there is reaſon to hope 


many of them were ſuch as panted 


after the Ordinances of God: how inex- 
cuſable then muſt thoſe be in this Land of 
Peace, who unneceſſarily neglect an At- 
tendance upon divine Ordinances ! and how 
inexcuſable the careleſs Worſhipper, that 
attends out of Cuſtom and Form, and hears 
as if he heard not! The Families of many 
of our Americen Brethren, and perhaps 
thoſe of our German Brethren were broken 


If 
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up too, as well as their worſhipping Aſ- 


ſemblies ; perhaps ſome were the Worſhip 
of God had been maintained, to the Shame 
of many peaceful Families in England 
where it is neglected. If Judgment begun 


at the Houſe of God, to refer to 1 PeT. 
iv. 17. what ſhall the End of them be 


that obey not the Goſpel of God? and 


how much reaſon will thoſe Families among 


us have to expect, that God ſhould ſome 


way or other * pour out his Fury upon them who 


yet obſtinately neglect to call upon his Name? 


The religious Education of our Children, 
is another Part of the Duty, for which we 
have ſpecial Advantage in the Peacefulneſs 
of our Land, and the Liberty we enjoy 


tis not eaſy to conceive to the full, tho' a 


general Idea may be eaſily formed, how 


great an Interruption mult be given to this 


important Duty, ſo neceſſary to the real 


Happineſs of Families, and of the World 


in general, where War ſpreads its horrid 
| Ravages; where ſo many Children muſt be 
left Orphans, ſo many Families ſcattered, 


* Jer. x. 2c. 
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or driven from Place to Place for ſafety, of 
kept in continual Alarms and Diſquietude, 
and filled with overwhelming Diſtreſs, on 
account of the Oppreſſions they endure. 
We cannot forget the Attack made upon 
this precious Branch of Liberty, at the 
Cloſe of a late Reign, when the Education 
of the Children of Proteſtant Diſſenters 
was intended to be no longer left to the 
Option of the Parents, or to the Direction 


of ſuch Perſons to whom they would have 


choſen to intruſt it, but to be thrown into 
Hands with which they could by no means 
be ſatisfied. If then amidſt our preſent Ad- 
vantages, we neglect to bring up our Chil- 
dren in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lord, while they continue in our own 
Houſes, or are careleſs about their religious 
Advantages, in the Stations in which we 
place them, when we find it neceſſary to 
remove them into other Families; how 
ſhall we anſwer for fo important an Injury 
to the Public, to the Intereſts of Religion 
in the World, and to the Souls of our 
Children in particular? and what Account 
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ſhall we give to the Father of Spirits, that 
has committed their Souls as well as their 
Bodies to our Care? If the written Word 
of God is neglected, or if we preſume to 
live in Diſobedience to it, to gratify our 
Luſts, and walk in the Sight of our Eyes, 
and the Imagination of our own Hearts; 
or if we live in Forgetfulneſs of the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, and the great Concerns 
we have with him; if * Gad is not in all our 
Thoughts, and we remain eſtranged from 
him in the in ward Diſpoſition of our Minds, 
or even if we content ourſelves with weak 


and languid Love and Duty to him, amidſt 
the mighty Obligations we are under to 


love him with the utmoſt Fervency, how 
inexcuſable ſhall we be ! — Once more, 


7. Wr are alike indſpenfably b bound to 
live 1 in all Honeſty. 


Our Duty to our Fellow-creatures, tho 
by no means the whole of our Duty, is 


* Pſal, x. 4 
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an eſſential Part of it, and ſuch as cannot 


be neglected without great Offence to the 
bleſſed God, Danger to our Souls, and 
Diſhonour to Religion. The ſame Autho- 


rity that requires us, * 20 love the Lord our 


God with all our Heart, and with all our Soul, 
and with all our Mind, requires us alſo 70 
love our Neighbour as ourſelves ; and + to do 
to others whatſoever aue would that they ſhould 


& to us, which includes the whole of our 


Duty to them, and particularly the utmoſt 
regard to Juſtice and Truth in all our Con- 
cerns with them, which we certainly deſire 
they ſhould maintain to us. 7 


THe. Law of God deſcends into Parti- 
eulars, and requires the faithful Payment of 
what is due to the Government; + Render 
unt Cæſar the Things which are Caſar's, and 
unto God the Things that are Gods; Render tg, 
all their dues, Tribute to whom Tribute, Cuſ- 
tom to-whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Ho- 
nour to whom Honour. It commands Maſters 


Matth. xxii. 37 —39. + Matth. vii. 12. f Matth. 
*X14, 21. Rom. xiii. 7, 2 Col. iv. 1. Deut. xxiv. 14,15 
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to give to their Servants that which is juſt and 
equal, not to oppreſs them, nor even to de- 
lay the Payment of their Wages, and on 
the other Hand it commandeth Servants 
not to * purloin, or ſecrete their Maſter's 
Goods, but to ſheww all good Fidelity. It for- 
bids mutual Oppreſſion betwixt the Buyer 
and Seller, and enjoins us & not to go beyond 
or defraud our Brother in any Malter, ſolemn- 
ly warning us to F put away Lying, and to 
ſpeak every Man the Truth with his Neg hbour, 
becauſe we are Members one of another : and it 
inforces theſe, and all its other Injunctions, 
by the Conſideration of the Notice that 
the bleſſed God takes of us, and the Ac- 
count to which he will ſhortly call us. 


A DISREGARD therefore to this great 
Branch of our Duty, cannot but be highly 
injurious to our own Souls, a fatal Symp- 
tom of the Inſincerity of our Hearts to- 
wards God, and where it is attended with 
a Profeſſion of Religion, it reflects the ut- 
moſt diſhonour upon Religion itſelf, 
* Tit. ii. 10. + 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. 1 Eph. iv. 25. 
E 2 | 
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ſtrengthens the Prejudices of Sinners a- 
gainſt it, hardens and emboldens them in 
their Wickedneſs, tends to ſeduce the 
Young and Unexperienced to the Practice 
of the ſame Evils, and cannot but greatly 
grieve thoſe that tear God in Truth. 


Tur Bleſſings of Peace and Liberty af- 
ford us every Advantage for the Practice 
of Integrity and Uprightneſs to thoſe around 
us. We are not expoſed to the Violence 
and Oppreſſion, which abounds in a State 
of War or Perſecution, and are freed from 


the Temptation to practice it towards others, 


to which Want and Diſtreſs expoſes thoſe 
who ſuffer it. And the Advantage which we 
have for the Practice of ſocial Duties cer- 
tainly ſtrengthens the Obligation upon 
us, to maintain the moſt conſcientious Re- 
gard to them. While we are free from In- 
jury and Oppreſſion, how inexcuſable ſhall 
we be if we injure and oppreſs one another, 

or fail in our Regard to thoſe mutual Duties, 
which are fo great a Part of our Duty to 


the bleſſed God, and fo needful to the Ho- 


nour of Religion, and to the Happineſs of 


Mankind! | 
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I concLuDE this Diſcourſe with theſe 
two additional Exhortations ; Let us take 
Heed of overlooking any of God's Com- 
mandments — And let our Prayers and 
Thankſgivings, upon all Occaſions, be of- 
fered in the Name of the great Mediator 
betwixt God and Man. 


. Lr us take heed of overlooking 
any of God's Commandments. 


A univerſal Regard to them is the 
great diſtnguiſhing Character of his Ser- 
vants. If we confine our Views to the 
Duties we owe to our Feltow-Creatures, 
we may indeed obtain a Reputation among 
them, but ſhall at the ſame Time be 
chargeable with living <wiz2out God in the 
World *: And if, on the other Hand, amidſt 
the ſtricteſt Profeſſion of Regard to the 
Duties we owe to his bleſſed Majeſty, we 
neglect our Duty to Man, we ſhall highly 
diſhonour that holy Name by which we are 


* Eph. Ii. 122. 
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called, and have Reaſon to fear leaſt we 
ſhould be numbered at laſt among thoſe, 
who tho' they had ſaid, Lord, Lord, yet 
Shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven F, 
and to whom Chriſt will pronounce, I ne- 
ver knew you : Depart from me ye that work 


Iniquity. 


Lr us take heed then of being ſe- 
duced by the Clamours of artful and de- 
ſigning Men, into the leaſt Degrees of 
Diſreſpect to the beſt of Princes; remem- 
bering him that has ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 
follew a Multitude to do Evil 4. Let us be 
mindful of the Honour due to all that are 
in Authority, and be cautious in joining 
in virulent Reflections upon them. Let 
us remember, that it is the Duty not only 
of Chriſtian Miniſters in their publick Mi- 
niſtrations, but of all the Followers of Chri/?, 
in their domeſtic and ſecret Devotions, to 
give Thanks for publick Tranquility and 
Peace, and to pray for Kings and thoſe in 
Authority: How powerful a Motive is it 


+ Match. vii. 21-23, þ Exod, xxiii. 2: 
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which the- Apoſtle urges to inforce it, in 
the Words immediately following the Text, 
For this is good and aceptable in the Sight of 
| God our Saviour]! What Weight muſt this 
5 Conſideration have with all that deſire to 
approve themſelves to God? And let me 

add, we muſt be manifeſtly ſelf-condemned 

if we cenſure the public Meaſures, while 

| we neglect to pray for divine Direction for 
| thoſe to whoſe Management they are in- 
truſted. In private Life, let us be ever 
mindful that we profeſs ourſelves to be the 
Followers of him who bears the united Cha- 
racters of the * Prince of Peace, and the 
Holy One and the Juſt, and are therefore un- 
der the higheſt Obligation diligently to 

imitate him in both reſpects; 


2. LET our Prayers and Thankſgivings 
upon all Occaſions, be offered in the Name 
of the great Mediator betwixt God and 
Man. EY. | 


* 0 8 2 


Ia. ix. 6. Acts iii. 14. 
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TAE Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſo eminently 
the great Theme of the Goſpel, that the 
facred Writers mingle the Obligations we 
are under to him, and the Dependance we 
have upon him, with every Subject they 
treat of, and draw from thence Motives to 
inforce every Duty they inculcate. We 
have an Inſtance of it in the 5th Verſe of 
the Chapter before us, For there is one God, 
and one Mediator betwixt God and Men, the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, The Goſpel teaches and 
commands us, * Whatſoever we do in Word or 
Deed, to do ail in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, 
giving Thanks to God and the Father by bim; 
fo come to God by him; to aſk what we aſk of 
the Father in his Name; and to look for Ac- 
ceptance only through the beloved. Let that in- 
finitely exalted and amiable Name Jeſus our 
Lord, dwell continually on our Hearts, re- 
gulate our Temper and Conduct, animate 
our Praiſes, and encourage our Prayers, both 
for public and private, for temporal and 
ſpiritual Mercics, and we ſhall have abun- 


* Col. iii. 17. Heb. vii. 25. Joh. xvi, 23» 
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dant Reaſon chearfully to expect, in Virtue 
of his atoning Sacrifice and continued Me- 
diation, a conſtant Succeſſion of ſuch Mer- 
cies as the Wiſdom of God ſees to be beſt 
for us in the preſent Life, and a Place in 
that glorious World at laſt where * his Mer- 
cy in the ſtricteſt Senſe endures for ever. 


o Pfal. cxxxvi. paſſim, 
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